Rudy’s Story

     In twenty seven seconds, Daniel "Rudy" Ruettinger became the most famous graduate of the University of Notre Dame. (Sorry, Joe Montana.)


     Rudy was born in 1948, the third of 14 children. He always dreamed of playing football at Notre Dame, but his school grades were only average--much like his athletic ability. So after graduating from high school, he served in the Navy and worked at a power plant. But when an industrial accident killed his best friend at the plant, Ruettinger was finally galvanized into pursuing his dream--a pursuit that is the basis of the film, Rudy.
     At the age of 23, Ruettinger won admittance to Holy Cross Junior College in South Bend. While attending school he supported himself by working as a groundskeeper at Notre Dame's Knute Rockne Stadium. For three semesters, Rudy sought admission to Notre Dame as a transfer student, but each time he was rejected. Finally, after tests revealed that he had a mild case of dyslexia, Rudy overcame his disability, passed his tests, and was accepted into the university.
     Ruettinger again beat the odds and won a spot as a practice player on the scout team, against which the varsity team ran its plays. Though he was not allowed to suit up for actual games, he was finally part of the team. His goal, however, was to play with the Fighting Irish in a real game.
     Over the next two years, Rudy won the respect of his teammates and of the coaches, and ultimately his dream came true: On Nov. 8, 1975, he was allowed to suit up for the final home game of his college career... and during the last moments of the game, Ruettinger was put in the game and made the one and only tackle of his football career--he sacked the Georgia Tech quarterback. When the game ended, Rudy's teammates carried him off the field. He is still the only player in the school's history to be carried off the field on teammates' shoulders.
	Rudy’s Statistics
	Average Defensive End’s Statistics

	Height:     5 feet 5 inches
	Height:    6 feet 4 inches

	Weight:    165 lbs.
	Weight:   265 lbs.

	Age:          27
	Age:         20
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