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To date, we have covered both school and classroom policies, as well as finished a bridge unit encompassing a quick review of selected vocabulary and present tense regular/irregular verb conjugations.  We are currently finishing up ¡Vamos de Compras¡, a unit focusing on clothing and the shopping experience.  Students have learned clothing vocabulary and related verbs (to wear, to fit, etc.), how to use demonstrative adjectives, and how to make comparisons.  They have also learned about Miami’s history and culture.  This week, we will dive into the past tense conjugation of ir (to go), as well as cover the past tense conjugations of -AR verbs.  Two weeks from now, students will participate in a fashion show as a final assessment of the unit.
Important Items of Business
1. Substitute – Mrs. Matthews and Ms. Custis are working together to make the November transition run smoothly for students.  Students will complete units 1-3 and part of unit 4 with Ms. Custis.  They will continue units 4-7 when Mrs. Matthews returns.
2. Notebooks – At this point, students should have a 3-ring binder (or notebook) with 3 sections: warm-ups, classwork, and homework.  This is the best way to stay organized for Spanish class.

3. Make-up work – While students are ultimately responsible for making up work, we try to make life easier by keeping a bin for items missed.  Absent students may check to see if they have work in the bin (it will have their names on it).  After completing their work, they must put it in the “make-up box” in order to receive credit.  We follow the county-wide policy that students must complete any make-up work by 5 school days past the noted absence.
¡Muchas gracias!
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To date, we have covered both school and classroom policies, Spanish greetings, manners, pronouns, subject/verb agreement, numbers, days of the week, and months of the year.  Students have also learned about the history, people, and general culture of Spain.  We are currently working on how to tell time.  Next week, we will dive into the present tense by learning the verb ser (to be) and how it functions in a sentence.  Two weeks from now, students will be assessed by way of a pen-pal project.  They will be required to write an e-mail or letter to a student from Spain using the information they have learned from Chapter 1.
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